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The application of ICT for sustainable environment 

How can ICT tools be implemented in the area of sustainable environment? 
This was the main issue discussed during the SPIDER supported workshop 
organized by the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences Uppsala (SLU). 
The event was held in Uppsala on 7th-8th of April, 2008. The key speakers 
included Anders Wijkman, Swedish member of the European Parliament, Dr. 
Royol Chitradon, Director of the Royal Thai Hydro Agro Informatics Insti-
tute (HAII), Prof. Tom Downing, Oxford University & Stockholm Environ-
ment Institute (SEI) and Dr. Kennedy Igbokwe, Uganda Country Programme 
Director, International Institute for Rural Reconstruction (IIRR).  

A presentation of ICT potential use and contribution in environmental pro-
jects triggered the interest of the attendees and started stimulating discussions. 
The event was attended by thirty participants from academia, civil society and 
private sector both in Sweden and abroad.  

During the working groups section, potential projects were discussed along with issues related to the need for be-
havioral change, significance of the bottom-up approach and the involvement of the private sector. The workshop 
brought together researchers and professionals and an exchange of knowledge and ideas took place in order to cre-
ate the basis for new project ideas. Read more about the workshop on www.spidercenter.org as well as on the 
workshop´s blog http://ict-and-environment.blogspot.com/. 

Anders Wijkman is presenting his thoughts about the 
environment, climate change and the role that ICT can 
play to  mitigate the adverse effects. 

Two Junior ICT experts to Rwanda and Mozambique  

SPIDER in cooperation with AIESEC Sweden have recruited two jun-
ior ICT experts to contribute with their knowledge and expertise in local 
projects in Rwanda and Mozambique. The two assignments where re-
quested by MICTI (Mozambique Information and Communication 
Technology Institute) and RITA (Rwandan Information Technology Authority). The short term placements will be 
in the area of applications development and IT administration and security respectively. The assignment will have a 
duration of about three months with a possible extension. 

For more information about the program, vacancies and how to apply please visit SPIDER´s webpage 
www.spidercenter.org (under ICT4D opportunities) and/or contact Fatima Santala santala@spidercenter.org 

IST-Africa 2008- 3rd Annual Conference for African 
Researchers 
IST-Africa 2008 is the third annual conference taking place on May 7-9 2008 in Windhoek, Namibia. The confer-
ence will focus on Applied ICT research topics addressing major societal and economic challenges, which is part of 
the European Commission's Information Communications Technologies (ICT) program. The Swedish delegation 
will present e-inclusion, e-accessibility and e-health. In addition, SPIDER is supporting participation form the 
South. For more information please visit http://www.ist-africa.org/Conference2008/ 
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ICT-based training of secondary school teachers in Tanzania  

The Tanzanian government has set about to enhance the availability and quality of secondary edu-
cation. Through an earlier Sida supported project, necessary data infrastructure has been installed 
at 32 government teacher’s training colleges with a purpose to quickly train a large number of 
teachers, mostly in-service and at distance through the utilization of ICT tools.  

SPIDER approved support to a new project initiated by the Ministry of Education in Tanzania 
(MoEVT) with the aim to enhance the performance of secondary school teachers by providing 
training on pedagogy and subject specialized education. Mid Sweden University (MiUn) has vast 
experience of distance education, flexible learning and teacher training and has been selected as 
the counterpart to the Ministry of Education. The Open University of Tanzania (OUT) and the 
University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) will also contribute to the development of the project. 

The 2,5 year project, which was launched in the beginning of April 2008, is expected to produce 
models for communication and distribution of learning material; and secondary school teachers will have learnt basic 
ICT skills and gained experience on using e-resources. Upon the successful conclusion of this pilot project a nationwide 
program to bring ICT to teachers is envisioned. 

ICT can make a large contribution in the education sector and implementation of ICT in education is a priority area in 
SPIDER’s strategy. Not only can ICT provide access to information and knowledge in a very cost-effective manner but 
also provide innovative ways for delivery of education which would not have been possible without ICTs. Distance edu-
cation and in-service training that is the core activity of this project is just one of those areas where ICT can make 
a substantial difference.  

Big Brothers and Empowered Sisters  

The Collegium for Development Studies at Uppsala University, in collaboration with Sida’s ICT4D Secretariat and Divi-
sion for Democratic Governance, held on April 16-17, in Uppsala, a workshop on the role of new communication tech-
nologies in the democratic process.  

The two-day workshop dealt with both the possibilities and challenges that ICT poses, and the participants listened to 
several inspiring presentations about the potential of new technologies. Helen Belcastro from Sida’s ICT4D Secretariat 
presented how new ICTs can be used as powerful tools for a transparent communication between, for example, the state 
and its citizens to strengthen and deepen the democratic process. Many interesting talks followed, among them one by 
Anriette Esterhuysen from the Association of Progressive Communication (APC) in South Africa, who spoke about the 
opportunities that the new ICTs, and particularly e-mail offered in networking and collaboration to strengthen civil soci-
ety efforts.  

On the second day, it was shown how new technologies could function in a news vacuum were traditional media are un-
able to report. Such was the case for example during the political violence that broke out in Kenya after the elections at 
the end of 2007. Internet based reporting in combination with mobile communication was at times the only national re-
porting available. 

If you would like to know more about this workshop and the speakers you can find it at the Collegium’s website  
http://www.kus.uu.se/sv/activities/activities/20080416.shtml. A pdf version of the workshop report will also be pub-
lished on this website.  

Two members of the Eldis Community team at the Institute for Development Studies were blogging from various ses-
sions during the workshop. To join the community, visit http://community.eldis.org/txSpaceSignup or visit the group, at 
http://community.eldis.org/.599537f4/Blog/  
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The Community Informatics Research Network (CIRN) 
Conference  

The Community Informatics Research Network (CIRN) is an international network of 
researchers, practitioners and policy makers concerned with enabling communities 
through the use of ICTs and specifically with research and practice in Community In-
formatics and community networking.  

The fifth CIRN conference “ICTs for Social Inclusion: What is the Reality?” is  going to be 
held in October 27-30, 2008 in Monash Centre, Prato Italy http://www.ciresearch.net/. 
The  CIRN conference is expected to attract many participants from developing coun-
tries and will be planned in close collaboration with the International Development In-
formatics Association. 

At the 2007 conference, SPIDER supported the participation of one African delegate 
and one Latin American, namely Eduardo Villanuevas, a current member of the Edito-
rial Board of the Journal of Community Informatics (CI) and Associate Professor, 
Communications Department, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú and Ludmila 
Maguni from the Directorate of Infrastructure and Information Systems, in the Depart-
ment of Information Systems at Ministry of Science and Technology, Mocambique.  The delegates took part into the 
developing country balanced discourse at the conference, entitled “Community Informatics – Prospects for Communities 
and Action”.  

Why Community Informatics and ICT4D?  A closer collaboration between Community Informatics researchers as well 
as practitioners would contribute to a leap in the development of sustainable ICT use in the developing countries (DC) 
and facilitate the fulfillment of human needs and rights at and by the use of ICT. The delegates both participated in a 
panel discussion and in one case delivered a paper presentation. They brought important facts and experience to CIRN. I 
quote from Ludmila's  report:  

“Although we have all of these challenges we all still believe that ICT’s are a really powerful tool that can contribute to development. And that 
is why I thought that the presentation made by Eduardo Vilanueva, about ‘Dreaming of Development while Living with Technology: Observa-
tions on ICT and the Promotion of Development’, was very interesting to me. The presentation looked at how we, the developing countries, are 
sometimes affected by the ‘push effect’ of the donors that believe that they have the perfect solutions for our problems and sometimes do not re-
member to sit with us and understand what our needs really are. That is why we look back and see many ICT projects that have failed because 
there was really no understanding of the needs of the community”.  

Gunilla Bradley Professor emerita Informatics School of ICT Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) 
Department of Electronic, Computer and Software Systems (ECS) Stockholm Sweden 

Ludmila from Mozambique, Eduardo from 
Peru and Gunilla from KTH at the 
Community Informatics Conference 2007. 

E-learning Africa 2008 
The third international conference on ICT and development, education and training is going to be held in Accra, Ghana, 
May 28-30, 2008. SPIDER will also this year support a number of Sub-Saharan African participants to join the event. A 
delegation from Sweden also will participate with the task of reporting on specific issues, such as quality assurance in e-
learning and e-government as well as the use of mobile phones in the same context. More about the results after the con-
ference in our June newsletter. Read more about the upcoming conference on eLearning Africa´s website http://
www.elearning-africa.com/.  
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